
 
 

Council Meeting Minutes 

July 13, 2020 

Lone Oak Town Hall 

4945 Lone Oak Road 

Present: Mayor Phillip Dow, Councilmember Kody Forbus, Councilmember Jennifer Lamb, Councilmember Susan 

Banks, Councilmember Jon Ivester, Water Superintendent Chris Wheelus, and CSR Debbie Watson. 

Call to Order – Mayor Dow called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

Invocation: Chris Wheelus 

Pledge of Allegiance: All 

Approval of Agenda 

PUBLIC HEARING: Chisel Mill Homes 

Start of Public Hearing:  6:50 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

 Mr. Knight approached the council about building houses in the area. He is wanting the council to approve in the 

ordinances to allow 1 acre with 100-foot frontage. Mr. Knight advised that this would let them require cheaper 

property prices and they could build more houses. He said the houses they would build would cost around 

$250,000 and they would have a 2-car garage, be total electric, have 5 bedrooms and 3 ½ bathrooms. Mr. Knight 

said the young corporate America cannot buy a house for $250,000 in Coweta but they can here for that price. Mr. 

Knight advised that they would buy the parcel of land required for the houses and then have them annexed into 

the city limits of Lone Oak.  

Mayor Dow asked Attorney Catherine Jenkins if the ordinances could be amended to accommodate these houses 

and she said while she was working on them, they could be revised. 

Mrs. Debbie Nelson thanked the council for letting them used the old fire station to issue food to the community. 

Mrs. Nelson advised that Southern Energy has donated money for backpacks for students in the school system. 

She asked the council if they would consider donating $500 from the Town of Lone Oak to help buy supplies for 

the backpacks in this area. 

Councilmember Forbus made the motion to donate the money and Councilmember Banks seconded the motion. 

Vote: All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Nelson also advised the Cares Act will donate money, the first phase you do not need to do anything to 

receive it. The other phases someone will need to be trained on how the money is spent and someone trained to 

track this money. This money is due to the Covid-19. The municipality has to apply for the money in order to 

receive it. 

Commissioner Shirley Hines advised that there was another grant from the USDA for in fracture, for streets and 

other projects. She also advised that a grant could be gotten for extending the water lines in our area either as a 

grant or a loan. 



Commissioner Hines said that the Georgia Transportation Toll grant to finish the road and expand the bridge in 

the industrial park. With this grant the county will be paving the dirt portion of the road and extending the bridge. 

Mrs. Nelson said that there was a grant to improve the old fire department because they was no water nor a 

bathroom in the building that the grant would be able to improve this area an it can be classified as a non-profit 

since it is used for community outreach and it would not cost the city for the improvements. 

PUBLIC SPEAKERS: Jay Knight, Debbie Nelson and Commissioner Hines. 

ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING: the public hearing was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mayor Dow opened the regular meeting and asked if there were any changes or 

additions to the June minutes and there being none asked for a motion to accept the minutes as read. 

Councilmember Banks made the motion to accept, Councilmember Forbus seconded the motion. Vote: All were in 

favor. Motion carried.  

APPROVAL OF FINANCIALS:  Mayor Dow asked if there were any question concerning the June financials for 

the Town and Water System, copies of which will be attached and made a part of these minutes. Mayor Dow 

asked for a motion to approve financials as read. Motion was made by Councilmember Banks to accept the 

financials and Councilmember Forbus seconded the motion. Vote: All in favor. Motion carried.  

WATER SYSTEM UPDATE: Water system has been quite this month. Chris said he had been keeping up with 

Crawford on the water lines that are being installed on Highway 54. Chris said he had been in contact with the 

tank people about the water tank and they told Chris that they would try to be here around November or 

December of 2020 to look at the tank. The tank has to be looked at or cleaned by the fall of 2021. 

Commissioner Shirley Hines asked Chris what the capacity of Lone Oak Water was and how much the water 

system would produce per day. 

Ms. Debbie Nelson wanted to know the pressure of the last person on our water lines at this time and Chris 

advised that they were getting about 40 pounds of pressure.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Catherine Jenkins working on ordinances trying to codify them needed the original 

charter for the Town to be able to continue with the ordinances. We found the original charter for the Town and 

she said hopefully would be able to present the ordinances to the council. She said they should be ready for a 

work session with the council by the end of August. Mayor Dow asked Ms. Jenkins if the Land Development 

Ordinances could be changed to basically fit the Town of Lone Oak and how they wanted the subdivision’s to be 

handled. Ms. Jenkins asked the council if they could meet with her about an hour before the next council meeting 

on the 3rd of August to discuss some things in the ordinances. 

The fire extinguisher bid that was received is with Loftin Fire and Safety, Inc. and the bid was for $174.00 for the 

extinguishers and $65 for a service call fee for a total bid of $239.00. Councilmember Lamb made the motion to 

accept the bid and Councilmember Banks seconded the motion. Vote: All were in favor. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Check reading machine from PNC Bank. The check reading machine can be rented for $35.00 

a month and it will scan the checks into our bank accounts without have to go to the bank. It would save the clerk 

from going to the bank. Councilmember Banks made the motion that we try the machine for six months and 

Councilmember Lamb seconded the motion. Vote: All were in favor. Motion carried 



 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: Ms. Nelson wanted to discuss the water system being put in by the county. Mayor Dow 

advised that on Thursday nigh the water and sewer commission had a meeting and invited Mayor Don Cuttie. The 

county and the cities if Luthersville and Lone Oak had already made an agreement to them paying us $82.00 a 

month and $3.75 per 1,000 gallons used. They called Mayor Cuttie to the meeting to discuss tap fees and when 

Mr. Cuttie told them how much they charged for tap fees they said they would come to Lone Oak and discuss tap 

fees. 

Commissioner Shirley Hines said she will send Mayor Dow a copy of the minutes from the county water and 

sewer before moving forward. 

Ms. Nelson advised that the lack of planning on the county and that she didn’t want to see the Town or 

Luthersville get in trouble. The five homes are ready for water and Lone Oak nor Luthersville wants to supply the 

water at this point with out a plan for the tap fees. The five houses have been approved for wells if necessary but 

that would be an added expense to the builder of the homes. The council said they may need a called meeting 

with the water authority to see if we want to continue with the water at all. 

.   

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:   

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no other business, Mayor Dow asked for a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. 

Councilmember Lamb made the motion to adjourn and Councilmember Forbus seconded the motion. Vote: All 

were in favor.  Motion carried.  

The council dismissed the regular meeting at 8:30 p.m.  

 

Minutes approved this __________day of____________2020. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Debbie Watson, CSR 


