
 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

February 3, 2020 

Lone Oak Town Hall 

4945 Lone Oak Road 

 

Present: Mayor Phillip Dow, Councilmember Susan Banks, Councilmember Kody Forbus, and CSR Debbie 

Watson. 

Absent: Councilmember Jennifer Lamb and Water Superintendent Chris Wheelus 

Call to Order – Mayor Dow called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

Invocation: Councilmember Kody Forbus 

Pledge of Allegiance: All 

Approval of Agenda 

PUBLIC HEARING Katherine Powell-Country Store, Willis Briggs-Questions, and Lisa Thompson-QuickBooks 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Katherine Powell was the first speaker and she wanted to make a proposal to use the 

Country Store for a community outreach. Ms. Powell advised that the Community Outreach and the Community 

Partners wanted to get together and do something again for the community like they did in December. Ms. Powell 

advised that she would like to use the country store from February to July on Saturdays and to make a schedule 

with the Community Partners to hold different programs to benefit the community. Ms. Powell advised that the 

community partners would be willing to pay the utilities on the building for the months in which it was used by 

them. Commissioner Hines said that she was glad to see someone in the community to step up and take charge. 

Ms. Powell said she had worked something out with the fire department about the parking. Council stated that 

they would take this under advisement and discuss. 

Lisa Thompson was our second speaker and she was here to bring the council up to date on the QuickBooks. Ms. 

Thompson advised that she had most of the things done and ready to go in QuickBooks. Ms. Thompson gave 

each councilmember a packet to show what she had done and some of the reports that can be generated in the 

QuickBooks now. QuickBooks can now generate a profit and loss report each month that can be given to the 

council at every meeting to show what comes in and out and match it to the budget. Ms. Thompson advised that 

she should have everything ready to go and training done by the end of February 2020. The council asked if this 

would allow our customers to pay their water bill by computer and Ms. Thompson said that it could be set up with 

the city and the city banks. The mayor advised that he wanted it to be set up so payments could be paid on the 

computer or by ACH with the customers banks. 

Willis Briggs was our final speaker that night and he had some questions that he wanted to ask and get answered. 

His first question was about the cities insurance policy and he wanted to know if we had a liability clause in the 

insurance policy to cover the buildings that are being rented out by the town. Mr. Briggs also asked if we had a 

building ordinance that would require any house being built to be made to connect to the city water if it was 

available to them. Mr. Briggs also asked the mayor about getting a speed limit flashing sign on Forrest Road like 

the ones coming into town on Highway 54. Mr. Briggs also asked for a copy of the council meeting minutes for the 



last year to be e-mailed to him and also about getting a Wi-Fi system for the city. Mr. Briggs brought to the 

attention of the council that there was a program out there that would help people in the community and in 

Meriwether County to keep from losing their homes. The program is Home Safe Georgia and if qualified could 

help people pay off their mortgages. The program ends on March 31, 2020. The number you can call for more 

information on this program is 877-519-4443. 

PUBLIC SPEAKERS: Katherine Powell, Willis Briggs, and Lisa Thompson 

ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING: The public hearing was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

APPROVAL OF FINANCIALS:   

WATER SYSTEM UPDATE:  

Water Superintendent Chris Wheelus was out. Chris advised the Mayor that we had electrical problems with the 

pump and now we are waiting on the invoice for the work that was done. 

The water authority of Meriwether County was invited to the meeting but wanted to meet before. Culpepper 

builder was restricted to 2 acre lots and he was going to do wells. There was a meeting with the commissioners 

about doing county water. The cost for the county water will be about $240,000 and they need the cities to supply 

water to them at a wholesale rate. The water authority would require a bid for the water from Lone Oak and 

Luthersville and each city is requested to install a meter to tie into the county water line at a price of $28,000 each. 

Each city could then in return charge the county water authority about $10,000 installation fee to help offset the 

cost of the meter. Once a bid was submitted then the county would choose which city, they wanted to supply the 

water and the other cities meter would then just sit idle until needed. The county wants to develop water lines in 

the undeveloped part of the county, but they do not want to have their own water system, so the county would 

have to buy their water from the cities that have water systems established. 

The council wants the towns new e-mail address sent out with the next water bills so that the customers could 

have it to use. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

NEW BUSINESS:  The City attorney Dan Lee was brought up for discussion and it was decided to keep him as a 

back up but to try and get a different attorney for city business. One attorney that was mentioned was Catherine 

Jenkins. 

The new houses on Sewell Road was discussed and the builder is willing to pay $50,000 towards getting water 

lines ran down Sewell Road for his houses to be connected to. Crawford has said that it would take about 

$100,500 to run the lines. Need the council approval to pay half the expense for the water lines to be ran. The 

mayor also mentioned the annexation of the property and said that he thought the builder would agree. 

The new houses being built on Culpepper Circle was discussed in a meeting before the City Council meeting and 

the information has been entered under the water system updates. It was brought to the attention of the mayor 

about a meeting being held at the commissioner building in reference to the houses being built and the city of 

Lone Oak is not be informed as they should. The mayor said he did not know if this was done intentional or not 

but it seemed like it was. 



 

 

The water authority advised Mayor Dow that the owner of the trailer park had approached them with the idea of 

running water lines to the 50 acres that he has in the back of the trailer park. The water lines inside the trailer park 

itself belongs to the Town of Lone Oak and since we already service the trailer park then the water lines for the 

addition should also belong to the Town. The Town of Lone Oak needs to have a meeting with the owner of the 

trailer park and advise that we would put in the meter but the trailer park owner would need to provide a surety 

bond that he was going to develop these 50 acres in a timely manner. 

The property at 5040 Lone Oak Road was mentioned and that the county has said that this house is not fit for a 

resident to live in. 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: The mayor asked for a motion to be made to postpone the minutes and financials for 

this month’s council meeting. Councilmember Banks made the motion to postpone the minutes and financials and 

Councilmember Forbus seconded the motion. Vote: All were in favor. Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no other business, Mayor Dow asked for a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. 

Councilmember Forbus made the motion to adjourn and Councilmember Banks seconded the motion. Vote: All 

were in favor.  Motion carried.  

The council dismissed the regular meeting at 8:20 p.m.  

 

 

 

Minutes approved this __________day of____________2020. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Debbie Watson, CSR 


